
President’s Appeal 2021
Over the last 16 months the country has experienced a crisis, unprecedented in 
our lifetime, which has profoundly affected all sections of our society. It is tempting 
to believe that the worst is now past us with the successful rollout of Covid-19 
vaccinations and for many of us our lives will return to near normal.  However, 
the impact of the pandemic will linger for some time, especially amongst the most 
vulnerable and disadvantaged in our communities of Gloucestershire, Bristol and 
South Gloucestershire.

The Gloucestershire Society has been supporting our communities for 364 
years.  Within the County there are many families and individuals living in great 

deprivation both in urban and rural areas who are in need of money for such items as basic furniture, bedding, 
clothing and a functioning cooker.   Their plight has been exacerbated by the pandemic.

The Gloucestershire Society has seen a big rise in demand in the fi rst 6 months of this year.   We depend 
entirely on the goodwill and generosity of individuals and trusts and I would ask you, especially this year, to 
dig deep to support those in desperate need within the County.   
           Andrew Tabor, President 2021

How to Donate
By Bank Transfer:

Bank:  CAF Bank
Account No:  00007704
Sort Code:  40-52-40

By Secure Online Donation:
Please visit:

www.gloucestershiresociety.org.uk
& click on the “Make a donation” 

tab and follow the “Just Giving” link

By Post:
Please send a cheque to

The Gloucestershire Society
in the enclosed 

reply paid envelope

August 2021                                     www.gloucestershiresociety.org.uk                Registered Charity No. 203159

Gift Aid will make your donation go so much further.  A Gift Aid form is enclosed

y
     Established AD 1657 



The Society, its aims and its history  

The purpose of the Society is to make small grants to people, who live in the historic County of Gloucestershire 

and who are in signifi cant and often desperate need.  Administration costs are kept to a minimum by the work of 

local volunteer administrators, Janet Duberley, Barbara Tregear and Judy Pearce, who give their time for free.  They 

assess applications referred by our partner organisations as soon as they are received to ensure that help is secured 

as quickly as possible.  These modest grants for specifi c purposes, up to a level of £150, make a real difference. 

Professional support to the Society is provided by Saffrey Champness on generous terms.

The Society traces its origins to 1657 and is believed to be the oldest Charitable Organisation in the County.

Originally the constitution provided for an annual election of a President and senior Offi cers.  The President arranged 

for a church service to be held every year.  On the evening of the service a dinner was held, at which a collection 

was taken with the proceeds being used for charitable purposes.  The President’s dinner was replaced by an annual 

appeal in 1875.  The traditional service continues to this day.

The Gloucestershire Society has been a real ray of hope for so many people in 
Cirencester this year.  It really makes a difference to people’s lives, knowing they 
haven’t been forgotten and that someone cares.
  The Churn Project

Examples of the more than 750 Grants made in the last 12 months

When schools were closed during lockdown and children from disadvantaged families 
were unable to access online lessons grants were provided for schools throughout our 

area to purchase more than 50 laptops and tablet computers.   

A support worker requested support for a 10 year old boy 
who had been suffering from separation anxiety disorder 
and had struggled with attending school and engaging with 
education.  

£125 Grant for one-to-one tutoring

A father had taken sole custody of his two children and 
had furnished his fl at from scratch with support from 
family and the community.  Implementing consistency, 
routines and a healthy space for them to talk and bond 
was considered essential.  The support worker requested 
funding for a dining table and chairs.
£100 Grant to purchase a dining table & chairs

A community group referred a man who had seen a 
gradual decline in his physical and mental health, could not 
work and therefore could not afford to heat his home.  

£125 Grant for fi rewood

Some of the organisations
which have received

grants from the Society:

The Probation Service
GP Surgeries

InfoBuzz
Macmillan

The Independence Trust
P3

Stroud Beresford Group
Gloucestershire Domestic Abuse Support 

Service
Next Link

A charity requested a grant for a mother and her youngest 
child  who had left an abusive marriage.  The woman was 
unable to work due to a brain injury.  When she and her 
son left the family home they were only able to take a very 
small amount of personal possessions and therefore had to 
start out all over again.  The property, to which they moved, 
was only partially furnished and they needed bedroom 
furniture, particularly beds.

£150 Grant for bedroom furniture

A woman and her two young children had been homeless 
having fl ed a diffi cult family situation and were living in a 
hostel, struggling massively with their health and routines 
during this time.  The family had fi nally been housed but 
the property was completely bare.  The support worker 
prioritised a cooker and a fridge/freezer so that the family 
could have meals at the end of the day.
£150 Grant to purchase a cooker & fridge/freezer

A support worker referred a man who had been receiving 
training and education support. Despite having mobility 
and cognitive disabilities as a result of a serious car crash 
he lived independently and shared caring responsibilities 
for his 10 year old son with the child’s mother. He wanted 
to ensure that he created a nice home for his son, but his 
house looked shabby and he couldn’t afford to redecorate 
as he was in receipt of benefi ts.
£100 grant for the purchase of decorating materials

Who we help

The homeless

Victims of domestic abuse The old and lonely

Vulnerable families

Annual Service

Church services have been held every year in many 

churches across Bristol and Gloucestershire, usually at 

the local church of the current President.  This year it 

will be held at St Oswald’s Church, Compton 

Abdale, at 11.30 am on Sunday 19th September 2021
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2021 President
Lieutenant Colonel Andrew Tabor JP
After a 20 year career in the Army and a course at the Royal Agricultural 
College, Cirencester, Andrew and his family settled in the North Cotswolds 
where he now runs a predominantly arable farm with a strong focus on 
improving the environment to encourage farmland birds.
A serving magistrate since 2004 he runs an annual mock trial competition for 
primary schools in the Cheltenham area, which not only teaches the children 
about the criminal justice system, but also gives them the opportunity to hone 
their public speaking skills.
Since serving as High Sheriff of Gloucestershire in 2017/18 he has actively 
supported a number of local charities, mainly those assisting vulnerable young 
people, and is the current Assistant Warden and Chair of the Community 
Support Group of the Honourable Company of Gloucestershire.

Recent Presidents
1981 T. Lloyd Robinson Esq., TD

1982 B.S. Barlow Esq.
1983 R.E.J. Bernays Esq., OBE DL
1984 The Rt. Hon.
The Earl of Westmoreland, KCVO
1985 M.A. Anson Esq.
1986 The Rt. Hon. Lord Fanshawe, KCMG
1987 R.A. Garrett Esq., CBE
1988 Sir Robert Hunt, CBE DL
1989 A.S Hooper Esq.
1990 Her Grace The Duchess of Beaufort
1991 Canon R.W. Miles
1992 Sir George White, Bt. FSA
1993 Major M.T.N.H. Wills, DL
1994 J.R. Pool Esq., MBE MA FRICS
1995 H.W.G. Elwes Esq.,
Lord Lieutenant of Gloucestershire
1996 A.R.W Eve Esq., FCA ACMA
1997 The Hon. P.R Smith, DL
1998 R.A. Lalonde Esq.
1999 P.R.H Clifford Esq., TD MFH
2000 A.G. Denman Esq.

2001 I.J. Scott Esq., CBE FSA
2002 D.C.J. Skinner Esq.
2003 The Earl of Wemyss
2004 C. Berkeley Esq.
2005 The Earl Fortescue
2006 R.H.G. Faber Esq., FCA
2007 S. Biddulph Esq., TD MA 
2008 M.J.C. Stone Esq., DL
2009 The Lord Dulverton
2010 J. Carr Esq.
2011 I. Bond Esq.
2012 Mrs Jane Jenner-Fust, DL
2013 Ceri Evans Esq., JP DL
2014 Mrs Anne Chambers
2015 Dame Janet Trotter DBE
Lord-Lieutenant of Gloucestershire
2016 K.T. Pearce, Esq.
2017 T.A.F. Frost Esq., DL
2018 R. Head Esq., OBE DL
2019 Tim Ross Esq.
2020 Richard Boggis-Rolfe OBE
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